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cherish a high ideal, you should not debase and ridicule it
because now you would rather go back on it than to travel the
way of pioneers, which is never strewn with the roses of
popularity and immediate success.
After two years' discussion throughout the party, we finally
chose the flaming torch as our emblem. It was not a fanciful
choice, it was no light-hearted selection. The emblem symbolises
the distinctiveness of our politics. It indicates that our politics-
is based on enlightenment. It is not merely anti-British or anti-
imperialist, which means the same thing. We believe that
without a conscious will to freedom on the part of the masses,,
freedom is bound to be a fraud, no matter which class comes to
power. Yet, the idea of a political party advocating enlighten-
ment, holding high the emblem of a flaming torch, appears to be
ridiculous to a young member of the party, who spoke with
great enthusiasm to lay emphasis on activity as against theoris-
ing. What he meant is that we should imitate other
"revolutionary" parties, and do better. We should go to the
masses. Of course, we should; but with what purpose? What
is our idea of revolution? What is our notion of freedom?
If on these fundamental questions there is no difference between
us and other parties, then why should we have a different party?
Those who are not prepared to raise these questions and answer
them boldly and honestly, more honestly than boldly, will be
wasting their time here.
^ If you only want to fight Imperialism or establish a dictator*
ship of the proletariat why are you here, ploughing a lone
furrow?   Go to those who also want nothing more than that,,
and your efforts will be more fruitful.   If you have the patience
to plough a lone furrow which may not lead anywhere in our.
whole life time, if you share the belief that all the bombastic
plans of national or world reconstruction promised by other
parties are quack remedies, and that humanity needs something
more than that> only then will you be at home here.   This is a.
camp of Radicals.   A clear grasp of the fundamental principles
of Radicalism should be the basis of our discussions.   Alterna-
tively, some of you should stand up and say that for six years
we have'been chasing a chimera, and demand the liquidation of
the Radical Democratic Party.